THE ADVOCATES
OF THE TRUTH
SHALL PREVAIL

Al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah narrated that the Prophet -

(peace be upon him) said: I £Let there become of you a nation who invites to
all that is good, enjoin the doing of what is right,

. i . and forbid what is wrong. Such are they who
There will always remain a group of my community shall prosper. 3 (3: 104)
standing firm. They will remain thus standing firm I €They want to extinguish God's light with their

mouths, but God will not allow anything [to
interfere with His will] to spread His light in its
fullness, however hateful this may be to the

until God’s decree is done.

) . i . unbelievers. (32) It is He who has sent His Mes-
In a different version: A group of my community will senger with guidance and the religion of truth,
continue to implement God'’s decree, unperturbed by S0 S T G ) el vy alll e
’ . religions, however hateful this may be to the
whoever lets them down or opposes them until God’s idolaters. s (9: 32-33)

decree is done with them in a position of triumph

over all people.® - The Narrator

Abu ‘Isa al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah ibn Abt ‘Amir ibn
Mas‘td al-Thaqafi was a companion of the Prophet
who embraced Islam during the year which witnessed
the Encounter at the Moat, al-Khandag. He was
distinguished among the Prophet’s companions for
his courage and fine scheming and was famous as

a commander and governor of high intelligence. He
joined the Prophet on the expedition that concluded
the al-Hudaybiyah Peace Treaty. He lost one eye in
the Battle of Yarmuk. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab appointed
him Governor of Basrah, then Kufah. He remained
Governor of Kufah under ‘Uthman. He took no part in
the strife that occurred towards the end of ‘Uthman’s
reign. He died in Year 50 AH, 670 CE, when he was
Governor of Kufah, under Caliph Mu‘awiyah ibn Abt
Sufyan.

__llsummary_

The Prophet (peace be upon him) states that the
religion of Islam will continue until the end of time. It
will be upheld by people who will advocate it, unper-
turbed by whoever opposes them or tries to suppress
them.

1 Related by al-Bukhari, 497; Muslim, 1037 and 1921.




The Prophet (peace be upon him) states that this religion of Islam will remain until the Day of
Judgement, upheld by people who defend and advocate it. There will continue to be a group of
people who declare the truth and overcome their enemies. They shall not hide their faith. On the
contrary, they will declare it openly and call on people to embrace it. This will continue until the
Last Hour when God’s decree is done.

The expression ‘God’s decree’ refers to the pleasant breeze that blows before the Last Hour and
causes the death of believers. The Prophet said: ‘God will send a wind from Yemen, which is
softer than silk. It will gather every single one who has the weight of a seed of faith’.

In the second version of the hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) states the characteristics
of this group of believers. They will continue to implement God’s orders, enjoining what is right
and forbidding what is wrong. They will adhere to God’s law, spread the knowledge of Islam, and
give good counsel to the Muslims generally. They are the ones referred to in the Qur’anic verse:
‘Let their become of you a nation who invite to all that is good, enjoin the doing of what is right
and forbid what is wrong. Such are they who shall prosper’. (3: 104) This community of people
will not be adversely affected by standing apart from other people. They will not be perturbed
by being let down by others.

The hadith makes clear that the earth will never be without some devout believers who continue
to hold firm to faith, doing what God bids them and refrain from what He forbids. To them, it
does not matter who supports them and who stands against them.

This group mentioned by the Prophet is not limited to any particular type of people. It includes
scholars of Figh and Hadith as well as ascetic people, fighters, and other devout Muslims.®
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Related by Muslim, 117.
Al-Nawawi, Sharh Sahith Muslim, Vol. 13, p. 67. In the English version, Vol. 11.




This hadith provides evidence of the prophethood of Muhammad (peace be upon him). He
clearly states that this religion will remain upheld by true believers until the end of time. We have
seen its continuity up to the present despite all the attempts to crush it. This confirms the truth
of what the Prophet said, and it strengthens our faith in our religion.

No Muslim should ever entertain a thought that Islam may disappear. It is the perfect form of the
divine faith, and it will continue until the Day of Judgement. God shall ensure that its light will
remain shining forever.

Educators and advocates of Islam should spread the information that strengthens people’s faith
and hopes, and they should also warn them against deviation. They should offer hope and give
warning.

Every Muslim should make sure to be one of this group which will ultimately be triumphant. This
means that one should follow the way of divine guidance and steer far away from deviant and
forbidden practices.

The distinctive feature of the group praised by the Prophet (peace be upon him) is that it
implements the divine decree. Everyone should review their beliefs and conduct so as to ensure

being one of them.

The small number of those who steadfastly follow the right way should not be disheartening.
Those who follow the truth are always small in number, but they enjoy God’s support.

A true believer is not perturbed by people’s hostility. His highest goal is to ensure that God is
pleased with him, even if this invites people’s criticism.

A person who sticks to the company of truly devout people and ensures that he follows their
way and supports them is the one who is wise.
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