DISCOURAGEMENT
OF DIVORCE

Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah narrated, saying: God’s Messenger [l

(peace be upon him) said:

@ Iblis takes his throne on the sea. He sends his troops

to lead people astray. The best of them in his eyes is
the one who leads farthest astray. Some one of them
comes and says | have done this and that. He [i.e.
Satan] says: ‘You have done very little’.

Cﬁ Then another one comes and says: ‘I did not leave

this man until | caused a schism between him and
his wife’. He brings him close to himself and says:
‘Splendid you are’.

I %[Iblis] said: ‘Since you let me fall in error, | shall
indeed lurk in ambush for them all along Your
straight path, (16) and | shall most certainly fall
upon them from the front and from the rear, and
from their right and from their left; and You will
find most of them ungrateful’. (17) [God] said:
‘Get out of here, despised, disgraced. As for
those of them that follow you, | shall fill Hell with
you all’.} (7: 16-18)

I %People! God’s promise is true indeed. So do
not let the life of the present world delude you,
and do not let deceptive thoughts about God
delude you. (5) Satan is your enemy, so treat him
as an enemy. He only calls on his followers so
that they will be among those destined for the
blazing Fire. 3 (35: 5-6)

| [ The Narrator

Abu ‘Abdullah Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn Haram
al-Ansari belonged to the Salimah clan of the Ansar.
He attended the second pledge given by the Ansar to
the Prophet at Agabah. He was a youth at the time,
accompanying his father who was one of the twelve
representatives. His father took part in the Battles of
Badr and Uhud. It is reported that Jabir took part in
the Battle of Siffin alongside ‘All ibn Abi Talib. He was
the mufti of Madinah during his lifetime. He died in
Year 78 AH, 698 CE. Thus, he was the last survivor
among the Prophet’s companions who attended the
second Agabah pledge of the Ansar.
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Related by Muslim, 2813.

The Prophet (peace be upon him) tells us that Satan
sets his throne on water and despatches his troops
to lead people astray. Whoever does more evil to
mankind gains a higher rank with him. The one whom
he praises most is the one who causes a schism
between a man and his wife.




0@} The Prophet (peace be upon him) mentions that Iblis erects his throne
on water, then despatches his troops and assistants to tempt people and
lead them astray. He tells them that the one who gains the highest status
with him will be the one who works the most evil among humans. When
they have accomplished their tasks, they return and tell him what they
did. They will mention how they managed to persuade humans to indulge
in different sinful actions, such as drinking alcohol, adultery, withholding
zakat, negligence of prayer, stealing, etc. None of these is of particular
interest to him. He belittles their work and says that it is not particularly
significant.

% Then comes one who will say that he continued to work on
a certain person until he caused a serious schism between

one, and draw the perpetrator to himself and say: “You are
splendid’, meaning ‘a great devil’. He will praise this one’s
work and consider it deserving of high position.

him and his wife. Iblis will be particularly pleased with this —-'-,____%_
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Such praise signifies the great evil that the spoiling of
marital relations indicates. It leads to friction and enmity N
between man and wife and between their two families. It
may also lead to problems for their children and negligence
of their upbringing. It may further cause an increase in
unlawful sexual practices, with its very serious social
repercussions.







Implementation
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The accursed Satan, Iblis, is the most hostile enemy of mankind. He declared his enmity to
Adam from the moment God commanded him to prostrate himself before Adam, but he refused.
He said to God: ‘I am nobler than he: You created me out of fire, while you created him out of
clay’. (7: 12) He declared his intention to mislead all human beings: ‘I shall indeed lurk in ambush
for them all along Your straight path, and | shall most certainly fall upon them from the front and
from the rear, and from their right and from their left; and You will find most of them ungrateful’.
(7: 16-17) Everyone should be on their guard, lest they fall prey to his temptation. For, if they do,
they soon will discover that they have gone far astray.

Satan uses various tactics to lead people astray, including whisperings, stirring up trouble and
hostility between people, giving sin an attractive hue, and promoting anger, prejudice, hastiness,
laziness, etc. Therefore every Muslim should always be on the alert, watching his tricks, and
seeking God’s refuge from him. God tells us in the Qur'an that seeking refuge with Himself
will protect against Satan’s whisperings and temptation. He says: ‘If a prompting from Satan
stirs you up, seek refuge with God; He hears all and knows all. If those who are God-fearing
experience a tempting thought from Satan, they bethink themselves [of God]; and they begin to
see things clearly’. (7: 200-201)




The proper refuge from Satan’s promptings is obeying God’s commandments and seeking His
secure refuge. Qatadah said: ‘Son of Adam, Satan is attacking you from all sides, but he cannot
attack you from above. He cannot prevent you from receiving God’s mercy’.

B

Beware, for Iblis and his troops are out to destroy Muslim homes.

Causing a split between man and wife leads to great evils, including rancour and enmity between
the families of both spouses, an increase in adultery which is the worst and most shameful of
major sins. It also causes material and mental harm to children, and may lead to their bad
upbringing. Hence, lblis is overjoyed when such instances are reported to him.
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